
Critical Pedagogy and Information Literacy 
Instruction 

KEYNOTE PRESENTATIONS 
 
 

What Standards Do, and What They Don't  
 
Emily Drabinski, Coordinator of Instruction, Long Island University, Brooklyn 
 

Critical library pedagogy has done significant work to trouble standards as universalizing 

mechanisms that disconnect teaching librarians from their classrooms, focusing attention on 

abstractions rather than the students we serve each day. At the same time, standards 

function as important infrastructures of power. They help us communicate with other higher 

education bodies, comply with institutional reporting requirements, and serve as platforms for 

resource claims at the institutional level. How can librarians leverage the institutional power 

that standards produce while resisting their tendency to homogenize teaching and learning? 

In this talk, Drabinski articulates these tensions and suggests ways to resist standardized 

approaches in our daily work while strategically deploying standards to facilitate our labor. 
 
 
Recontextualizing Information, Reembodying Pedagogical Practice   
 
Andrea Baer, M.I.S., Ph.D., Instructional Services Librarian, University of West Georgia 
 
In this talk Baer discusses empirical research on the relationships between 
pedagogical practices and students’ conceptions of and approaches to using 
information sources. She then explores these findings’ implications for librarians’ 
instructional work within and beyond the library classroom. While she suggests 
specific possibilities for librarians’ pedagogical practices, more importantly she invites 
further inquiry into and dialogue about librarians’ roles as teachers, learners, and 
members of local and global communities.  
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SCHEDULE 

9:00-9:30 Registration & Coffee 12:00-1:30 Lunch and CRD Business Meeting 

9:30-9:45 Welcome & Opening Remarks 1:30-2:30 Keynote Session: Andrea Baer 

9:45-10:45 Keynote Session:  Emily Drabinski 2:30-2:45 Closing Remarks 

11:00-12:00 Breakout Sessions A, B & C 3:00 Tour of Learning Commons 

May 20, 2016 - Marywood University, Swartz Conference Center 

http://crdpala.org/upcoming-events/  



REGISTER TODAY! 
 

Register before May 11: http://tinyurl.com/hekdwxt 
 PaLA members - $45.00 
 Students - $10.00 
 Non-PaLA members - $65.00 
 
Continental breakfast and buffet lunch (with vegetarian options) are included with registration. 

 
No registrations will be accepted at the door.  PaLA will not offer refunds for cancellations or no-
shows to the workshop.  Replacement attendees will be permitted with proper notice to the organizer.  
Any unused fee will be designated as support for the sponsoring unit (College & Research Division). 

 

Swartz Conference Center 

152 Swartz Center for Spiritual Life 
Marywood University 
2300 Adams Avenue Scranton, PA 18509 

Parking Information  http://www.marywood.edu/events/parking-information.html 

Campus Map  http://www.marywood.edu/virtual_tour/index.html  

Accommodations: A block of 15 rooms at the Hilton Scranton have been reserved for confer-

ence attendees. The rate is $112.00/night, and rooms must be reserved by April 28 for the conference 

rate. A city garage is adjacent to the hotel and the current rate is $9.95/night per vehicle.   

BREAKOUT SESSIONS 
 

A: Building the Foundation for Critical Literacy through Collaboration 
Betsy Reichart, Librarian and Instructor, Penn Foster Education 
Christina Elvidge, Senior English Instructor, Penn Foster Education 
 
B: Speaking Truth in Community: The Role of Networks in Critical Pedagogy Theory and 
Practice 
Jeremy McGinnis, Library Director, Summit University of Pennsylvania 
Donna Witek, Public Services Librarian and Associate Professor, The University of Scranton 
 
C: Wikipedia and the Gendered Production of Knowledge 
Colleen Farry, Cataloging and Metadata Specialist, The University of Scranton  

Questions? Contact CRD Vice Chair Leslie Christianson: 

lchristianson@maryu.marywood.edu 

This project is made possible by a grant from the U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services as admin-
istered by the Pennsylvania Department of Education and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Tom Wolf, 
Governor, through the College and Research Division (http://crdpala.org/) of PaLA.  

Show your appreciation by becoming a member of PaLA! And if you are a member – thank you! 

http://www.marywood.edu/events/parking-information.html
http://www.marywood.edu/virtual_tour/index.html
http://crdpala.org/

