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Historic and Famous Patents





Generally spherical object with floppy 
filaments to promote sure capture



Key Takeaways

• Who you can go to for help

• How to become familiar with the basics

• What to create in your lesson plans



Who you can go to for help

• The Patent and Trademark Resource 
Center (PTRC) Program

• The Penn State Libguide

https://guides.libraries.psu.edu/patents

• Tutorials and guides

• Ebooks and other resources

https://guides.libraries.psu.edu/patents


As an official affiliate of the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO), we provide 
assistance to the public in the use of patent and trademark information resources. Librarians 
and library staff are familiar with searching and can show you how to use online databases, 
books, and other information sources. With campus locations throughout the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, the University Libraries offers this outreach service as part of Penn State 
University’s land grant mission.

“PTRCs are neither required nor encouraged to conduct patent and trademark searches for 
their patrons as that activity may be interpreted as rendering a legal judgement or opinion. 
PTRCs are required to instruct patrons in the use of the search tools available at the PTRCs for 
patrons conducting their own patent and trademark searches.” USPTO Guidelines for PTRCs



Explore further with our PTRC partners

Penn State University Libraries is one of three Patent and Trademark 
Resource Centers (PTRC) in Pennsylvania along with the Carnegie 
Library of Pittsburgh and the Free Library of Philadelphia.





Tutorials



Books and other resources

Meier, J. J. (2015). Patent Searching for STEM Researchers. Issues in Science 
and Technology Librarianship, (79). https://doi.org/10.5062/F4TQ5ZJF

Nolo Press books written 
by attorneys are available 
in print or as eBooks via 
EBSCO or Overdrive



How to become familiar with the basics

• USPTO search

• Google Patents

• Other places



U.S. Patent & Trademark Office
http://patft.uspto.gov/



Google Patents
https://patents.google.com/



Other Tools

• Summon or your discovery layer that may contain patents

• Many business databases (Derwent Innovation Index from Clarivate)

• Espacenet (European Patent Office)

• PatentScope (World Intellectual Property Organization)



Strategies for you to learn these new systems

• You are a librarian/information 
professional – these government 
information systems have unique 
metadata, but it isn’t anything new

• Here are the unique features of these 
systems
• Patents are legal and technical 

documents; they use a lot of jargon 
and controlled vocabulary and 
codes

• Thankfully, all patent information is 
FREE (free as in free beer)



What to create in your lesson plans

• Backwards design
• Your audience

• Learning outcomes

• Tools and strategies

• Discussion



Define Your Audience

• Community

• Undergraduates

• Engineering

• Business

• Chemistry

• Entrepreneurship

• Graduate and Law students



Learning outcomes

1. Awareness of Intellectual 
Property

2. Ability to identify and find 
patents

3. Based on a product idea, 
find similar patents

4. Advanced patent searching 
with specific facets



Tools and strategies

• Focus on concepts and 
vocabulary

•Use relevant examples

•Get the room talking

• Flip the classroom



Breakout Room Discussion

1. Take turns introducing yourselves – name, library, most likely 
audience for patent and trademark help

2. Pick a “team captain” to guide discussion on the following 
classroom scenario: “For a first-year seminar for Engineering, the 
instructor wants students to pick a company, find one of their 
patents, and write a short summary of what it does.”

3. Within the group, decide on your strategies for reaching this 
learning outcome along with a few tools and examples to use.



Thank you!
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